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AN INSPECTOR CALLS
Why is An Inspector Calls, by J B Priestley, considered one 
of the most important British texts of the 20th century?

ENGLISH KS4

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
How does Dickens convey the need for social 
change in the Victorian Era?

TRIP TO THE SHAKESPEARE’S 
GLOBE THEATRE IN LONDON

Charter 
opportunities

Who was JB Priestley and how did his 
socialist principles and egalitarian 
dream for Britain influence his writing?
Are we responsible for how our actions 
affect others?
How did Priestley use the structure 
and form of a play to communicate his 
message?
What happens when an inspector 
digs deep into the hidden 
actions of a seemingly 
‘well behaved’ Edwardian 
wealthy family? 

How are the key differences between 
Socialism and Capitalism represented within 
the play?
How is power transferred between 
characters? 
What is the significance of the names Eva 
Smith, Daisy Renton and Inspector Goole? 
What is a patriarchal society and how did 
that influence the presentation of men and 
women in the text?
In analytical writing, can I construct clear 
arguments that are evidence based?
Am I able to ‘zoom out’ and explain how the 
historical context of life in 1912 and 1945 
informs my interpretation of the play? 
Can I infer the author’s purpose and effect 
on the audience?

History

Who are the characters of the play and 
how does Priestley present them? 
How and why does each character use 
his or her power and influence as a 
wealthy upper class citizen to exploit 
Eva Smith?  
How does Priestley use the Inspector 
to convey his message of a more 
socially and economically equal post 
-war society?
What is an allegory and how does this 
link to ‘An Inspector Calls’?

How did Dickens use his platform to spread ideas about and 
represent the significance of social change in Victorian England?  
How does the use of narrative voice influence the reader’s 
opinions of the characters? 
Why might Dickens have chosen to write a ghost story set at 
Christmas time and what is the link with morality?
Why has Dickens employed the use of morally virtuous characters 
such as Tiny Tim to highlight the importance of social change? 
What effect did Dickens intend when introducing Fred, the 
antithesis of Scrooge, early on in the novella?
How can the supernatural be seen as an allegory for change?
Are people actually able to change – do they deserve a chance at 
redemption - and how does Dickens portray the consequences of 
refusing to change?
How does Dickens highlight the devastating impact of poverty on 
families in Victorian Britain and in so doing, demonstrate the 
difference between wealthy and poorer families?

History

Does Dickens believe that wealth creates happiness 
in a family?
How is Dickens’ view of religion contradictory to The 
Church’s beliefs/ views?
How does the use of the supernatural widen the 
appeal of the novella?
What is the significance of the contrast between 
light and dark?
Why does Dickens use setting, pathetic fallacy, 
gothic conventions and structural staves within this 
novella?
In analytical writing, can I construct clear arguments 
that are evidence based?
Am I able to analyse how Dickens uses language and 
structure to enhance and idea? Can I see how that 
same idea is presented in the rest of the text?

MACBETH
Why does Macbeth change from being a 
‘worthy thane’ to a ‘dead butcher’ and ‘hell –hound’?

Who were William Shakespeare and King James 1st? 
What were the social and economic conditions of life in the 
Jacobean era of the early 1600s?
Why were more men and women executed for witchcraft 
under the reign of James 1st than any other period in history?
Remember, Remember the 5th of November! How did the 
events of the Gunpowder plot influence Shakespeare’s 
writing of ‘Macbeth’?
How were women expected to behave in this era? Did Lady 
Macbeth conform to these ideas?
Why does Shakespeare open his play with a scene including 
three witches?

How do the witches’ predictions affect Macbeth?
How would the violence in ‘Macbeth’ have appealed to 
Shakespeare’s audience?
Macbeth is ambitious.  How far will he go?
How are chaos and order presented in ‘Macbeth’?
How are notions of masculinity used to undermine 
Macbeth?
How does Shakespeare use ideas of honour in ‘Macbeth’?
Can I analyse how language and structure are used by 
Shakespeare to present ideas? Can I explore how those 
same ideas are presented in other parts of the play? 
How does the context of the play influence my 
interpretation?
Am I able to use my time effectively to construct a fluent, 
convincing argument?

CONFLICT POETRY
How does poetry written from 1789 
onwards reflect on humanity’s 
deepest conflicts?

History

Do you believe that God is all 
powerful and can destroy an entire 
army?
Should we admire blind obedience 
to duty? 
What were the consequences for 
women who were sexually exploited 
in the 1800s?
How do poets use structure and 
form to craft specific effects in 
poetry?
How do heritage and contemporary 
poets convey their ideas using 
poetic devices?
How does poetic structure reflect 
both themes and ideas in 
contemporary work?
How do contemporary poets from 
different cultures use language to 
reflect their identity?
In what way do contemporary poets 
experiment with punctuation to 
enhance their intended meaning?
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Why do authors use repetition?
How does punctuation affect meaning?
How do language and structure work together to create 
meaning?
Can I use inference to deduce an author’s intention?
Can I trace the development of tone and themes in texts?
How do I evaluate how well an author has achieved his or her 
intention?
How do I use evaluative language to convey my impressions?
Do I construct my interpretive paragraphs in a cogent and 
fully developed manner?

IMAGINATIVE WRITING
Can I write imaginative and creative stories that affect a 
reader emotionally and thoughtfully?

KS5

BRIDGING UNIT
How do I best prepare for an A Level in English 
Language and/or English Literature?
What does British linguist David Crystal state about the 
evolution of the English Language in his book ‘The Story 
of English in 100 words?
How do children acquire language?
What are the key characteristics of important literary 
movements such as Gothic, American and dystopian 
fiction?
Have I read widely across a variety of
genres to ensure that I have a good 
grounding in Western
Literary Heritage?

20TH AND 21ST CENTURY NON- FICTION
How do writers in the 20th and 21st 
Century convey meaning in non-fiction?

How has authorship changed over the last century?
How do authors use transactional writing such as 
speeches, articles, letters and reviews to convey 
messages?
How do historical and contemporary public speakers 
such as Martin Luther King and Emma Watson 
persuade their listeners to create a more tolerant and 
egalitarian society?
How to writers use letters to communicate?
Can I analyse how authors use language, including 
rhetorical devices, to convey meaning? 
How do I identify and analyse tone?
How do authors develop an idea over an entire 
extract?
How are structural devices, such as paragraphing, 
sentence length and punctuation convey create 
effects?
Am I able to use inference to ascertain an author’s 
purpose?
Can I make informed judgements of how well an 
author has achieved his or her aims?
I am able to write clear, well organised and convincing 
analytical paragraphs?
Can I spot similarities between two texts?
Can I compare the perspectives, purposes and content 
of two texts from two different centuries?
Can I seek out and choose specific evidence 
to prove my opinions?
Am I able to re-read my paragraphs and 
see where I can improve my work?

How do I effectively plan and 
draft a piece of creative 
writing?
Can I respond imaginatively to 
a photographic prompt?
What is the effect of using a 
flashback to create more depth 
to my story?
Can I start stories using 
different styles of openings to 
hook my reader, such as 
description, dialogue and 
action?
How do I craft paragraphs for 
effect?
Can I experiment with first and 
third person narrative 
perspective?
How do I use a range of literary 
devices such as repetition, 
rhetorical questions and short 
sentences to create effects?
Can I use similes, metaphor 
and personification to convey 
meaning?

What are the most common forms of non –fiction writing, such 
as letters, reviews and speeches, and when would I use these 
different forms?
Am I able to effectively plan a cohesive piece of writing for 
different purposes and different audiences, including making 
choices about levels of formality, appropriate vocabulary and 
form?
What is the best way to engage my intended reader? Can I 
manipulate complex ideas, utilizing a range of structural and 
grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion?
How can I ensure that my paragraphs are well organised and 
detailed?
What is the best way to introduce and conclude my writing?
What happens to my writing if I employ the full range of 
punctuation, including an ellipses, dashes, brackets and 
semi-colons in a confident manner?

Can I use a range of rhetorical devices, including the rule of 
three, direct address and repetition to persuade my readers?
Am I able to use more complex literary devices, such as motif 
and / or figurative language such as extended metaphors 
expressed through a semantic field to express my points?
How do I ensure I can engage my readers on an emotional 
level? 
How can I ensure that I am using challenging and nuanced 
vocabulary that expresses exactly what I mean?
How do I express my opinions?
What is an anecdote and how can I use one?
Am I able to write from different points of view and anticipate 
arguments that might try to refute my opinion?
Am I able to remember details from current social issues that 
will add depth to my own opinion?

TRANSACTIONAL WRITING
How do I use transactional 
writing to communicate effectively?

Exam preparation  

How can I make sure I am revising effectively for this 
subject? 

How do I memorise and recall knowledge I need for 
the exam? 

How do I maximise marks in this subject’s exam? 

What are the gaps in my knowledge and how can I 
address them? 

How do I approach exam questions in this subject to 
ensure I reach the highest grade? 

19TH CENTURY FICTION
How did authors in the 19th Century present 
setting, people, themes and events?

SPOKEN LANGUAGE
What are the best ways to verbally 
convey information?

How do I research information that I am 
interested in effectively and summarize key 
points?
Am I able to recognise fact from fiction?
How do I plan a longer speech?
What is the best way to organise a 
presentation so my listeners can follow 
along?
How do I hold my listeners’ attention by 
using variable tone and facial expressions 
that enhance my meaning?
When should I use formal vocabulary for my 
speech and when would informal language 
be more appropriate?
Can I confidently speak in full sentences, 
using Standard English and provide details 
that elaborate on my points?
How do I ensure I know enough about my 
topic to confidently answer questions?
Can I verbally build on the ideas put forward 
by others?

What was life like in the 19th century? 
Can I comprehend and retrieve information from texts by 
literary giants of the 19th century such as Edgar Allen Poe, 
Charles Dickens, Fyodor Dostoyevsky and George Elliot?
How does inference help me formulate concise 
interpretations? 
Can I recognise and analyse how figurative language, such 
as similes, metaphors and personification work?
How do authors develop a text from beginning to end?
Can I recognise the use of pathetic 
fallacy to reflect a character’s inner feelings?

What effect do powerful emotions 
have on us and how does conflict 
affect human relationships?
How do poets use figurative language, 
such as metaphor, simile and 
personification to convey meaningful 
messages?
How might a mother feel at the 
unnecessary loss of a son? 
Does the media distort how we 
perceive war?
How do people deal with personal 
experiences of discrimination?
Should we stand in awe of the power 
of nature?
Is killing in cold blood more difficult 
than killing in the heat of battle?

Is my vocabulary 
challenging and nuanced 
to create a desired effect?
Can I ‘explode a moment’ 
by using vivid imagery to 
create detailed, intricate 
moments in my story?
How do I make my reader 
engage emotionally with 
my narrative or 
description?
Am I able to create a fully 
relatable character that 
my reader will genuinely 
care about?
Can I deliberately craft 
sentence structures using 
a diverse range of 
punctuation for maximum 
impact?
Can I employ a cyclical 
structure to my narrative?
Can I develop and sustain 
a motif throughout my 
writing?

Cross curricular


