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How is contemporary music created 
digitally? 
How is sound created?

What is the difference between 
analogue and digital?

What is a digital audio workstation?

Why do we use effects and processing?

What is sequencing?

MUSIC 
TECHNOLOGY  KS4

How has Music Technology developed?
How did electronic instruments develop?

What changes have there been to the 
synthesizer?

How did the drum machine develop?

What are different reverb techniques?

How is reverb used sensitively?

How have musical styles changed over 
time?

How has the Digital Audio Workstation 
influenced contemporary music? 
How is the Digital Audio Workstation used to edit 
and create music?

How are different time signatures applied in the 
Digital Audio Workstation?

How does an inversion affect the sound of a triad?

How do I compose advanced rhythmic patterns?

How are bass and harmony lines developed?

How has music developed 
from 1920 onwards? 
What are the musical 
characteristics of 
different contemporary styles?

How are the elements of music 
used in different genres?

How has a musical style 
developed over time?

How are audio 
techniques applied 
to different genres?

KEY

BRIDGING UNIT

How do artists arrange music? 
How do producers use different musical 
elements to produce arrangements in 
different musical styles?

How do I use MIDI for sequencing and 
arranging?

EXPERIENCE A LIVE 
CONTEMPORARY 
MUSIC CONCERT

Digital Audio Workstation         Sequencing and Production         Musical Knowledge

How can we manipulate sounds? 
How is audio edited within a Digital Audio 
Workstation?

What is a sample?

What is the sample rate and why is it 
important?

How are swing and quantize used?

How can structure and texture be 
developed through sequencing?

How do we use a recording studio? 
How should a microphone be set up?

What are microphone polar patterns?

What is the difference between active 
and passive speakers?

How are studio effects applied?

How do I use a mixing desk?

How do I master a track?

How did the Digital Audio 
Workstation develop? 
How do I use multitrack 
recording equipment?

What is the difference 
between mono and stereo?

How do I use panning?

How do I use EQ?

What automation 
techniques are used in 
mixing and mastering?

What is a control interface?

Exam preparation  

How can I make sure I am revising 
effectively for this subject? 

How do I memorise and recall knowledge 
I need for the exam? 

How do I maximise marks in this subject’s exam? 

What are the gaps in my knowledge and how can 
I address them? 

How do I approach exam questions in this subject 
to ensure I reach the highest grade

What do I need to do to prepare myself for Sixth 
Form courses?  

How do I develop advanced 
sequencing skills to industry 
standard? 
How do I create a synth patch?

When would I use filters and oscillators?

How do I develop skills in looping and 
cross fading?

How do I use stereo field and frequency 
control in mixes?

What is ADSR?

How does dynamic processing 
improve a mix?

How do I use effect sends?


