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Key words and symbols: what I need to say and write accurately 

Word Explanation 

unknown a number that we do not know, represented by a letter 

expression a collection of constants, variables and operations 

 

e.g. 4𝑥, 2𝑝 − 5 and 𝑥2 + 3𝑥 + 6 are all expressions 

equation when we write two expressions equal to one another 

 

e.g. 2 + 3 = 5, 2𝑥 + 3 = 5 and 2𝑥 + 3 = 5𝑥 − 6 are all equations 

term the parts of an expression separated by + or − 

 

e.g. in the expression 4𝑥 −
1

2
𝑦, the terms are 4𝑥 and 

1

2
𝑦 

solve when we solve an equation, we find out what the value of the unknown is 

 

Fingertip facts: what I need to learn by heart 

 

An equation must always be balanced: whatever we do to one side we must also do to the other. 

  

What do I need to memorise? GM1: Drawing, Measuring and Constructing 

What do I need to remember 

from before? 

Equality & inverse operations 

(NP2, NP3, NP4) 

Solving equations (A1) 

Simplifying expressions (A2) 

Expanding brackets (A3) 

 

Where does this lead? 

Rearranging formulae (A5) 

Equations of a line (A6) 

Quadratic equations (A12) 

Using equations to solve geometry  

and probability problems 

(GM2 – GM11, SP7) 

Wh at wil l  I l earn ab out in th is

unit at CEC?
Mathematical equality

Balancing an equation

Solving all types of linear

equations

Department of
Math ematics

*Math swatch  cl ips in b rackets

(*MW A12, A19a, A19b )

(*MW A17)




