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The Epic of Gilgamesh

Summarian on clay tablets.

languages,
influence modern readers.

The Epic of Gilgamesh is a long poem from Ancient
Mesopotamia, regarded as the oldest surviving literary
text. It was written down from various sources
sometime between 2100 — 1200 BCE in Ancient

The Epic tells the story of the great King, Gilgamesh,
part god, part man and his wild friend Enkidu. The story
is filled with adventures, mythical creatures and trials
for Gilgamesh. It has been translated into many
including English,

and continues to
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THE ODYSSEY

The Odyssey is an epic poem by Homer. The hero, Odysseus (known as
Ulysses to the Romans), has a ten-year journey home to the island of
Ithaca. He faces and defeats many dangers on this journey. He meets
Cyclops, a monster with only one eye, and the Sirens, whose beautiful
songs drew sailors to their deaths by drowning.
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Word Say it Spell it Know it (definition & example)
Xenia /zee-nee-uh/ X-en-ia It’s a bit like saying guest hospitality
(noun) and looking after guests.
Xenia was highly important to the
Greek Gods.
It’s a bit like protecting and being
hospitable to visitors — a Greek term.
It was believed all travellers were sent
from Zeus, so giving xenia was
considered respectful to this God.
Myth /m-i-ff/ m-y-th It’s a bit like saying ‘earliest’ stories.
(noun)
A myth is a traditional story, especially
one concerning the early history of a
people... or explaining some natural or
social phenomenon, and typically
involving supernatural beings or
events.
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